
1 January 2012 - Preached by Elder John Leong 

Message Topic: New Year 2012 Challenge 

Scripture Text: 1 Thess 5:18 “In everything give thanks, for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus 

concerning you.” 

  

1. The new year 2012 challenge is to have a thankful and grateful heart to God and to one 

another.  We are all forgetful people and often fail to remember God who had showered us with all His 

grace and blessing. 

  

2.  The verse in 1 Thess 5:18 tells us it concerns you which means it is for all of us who profess to 

have Jesus Christ in us.  We must start the new year by examining our faith. Today is the day of 

salvation and we must pray that Jesus Christ abides in us.  When there is true conversion,  we will be 

changed to love the Lord Jesus and to have a thankful heart. 

  

3.  As a child of God, we will desire to know the will of God in our life. God does not reveal everything 

to us at one go. To know God’s will, we must start it right by thanking Him for what we are and what 

we have now. Then God will direct us day by day to finally know His will for our lives. 

4. Giving thanks is very important as it is God’s will for us to do. We need to give thanks every day of 

every year. It must come from our hearts as an expression of our gratefulness to God.  We should 

give thanks to God for our Church and for every member. Give thanks in the area of service that we 

can serve God in. Give thanks to our parents and family. We can only give thanks to others if we 

know how to give thanks to God first. 

  

5.  We must give thanks In everything - give thanks in all times and all situations whether in prosperity 

or adversity. We tend to forget God in happy time and to complain about God in difficult times. But the 

Bible reminds us to give thanks in everything. 

 


